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TWO ARRESTED FOR KILLING
MEDICAL STAFF AT NRS
THE THREE MAIN ACCUSED ARE STILL ABSCONDING
STATESMAN NEWS SERVICE
Kolkata, 10 December

Zokey Aha, Deputy High
Commissioner of Bangladesh in
Kolkata, during a press meet on
Vijay Diwas in the city on
Thursday. n Biswajit Ghoshal

Young girl dies:A young
girl,who suffered severe
burns and was undergoing treatment at
Raghunathpur subdivisional hospital,
succumbed to her
injuries at Adra on
Thursday. Police said
that she was admitted to the hospital by
her family members on
Tuesday,where doctors
declared that most of
her body had been
SNS
severely burnt.
Road accident:A tractor driver died after the
vehicle he was driving met with an accident. The accident took place near Rasikdi
village under Puncha
police station. The
body was taken to a nearby government hospital for post- mortem.
Police are investigating into the cause of
the accident. The driver was identified as
Sisir Murm(26). SNS

Kolkata Police have arrested two persons on charges
of killing a staff of NRS Medical College and Hospital.
However, the main accused
are still at large.
Police said that preliminary investigation revealed
that the victim, Sankar Maji,
was hit with a heavy object
in his head which led to his
death.
The incident took place
last night after two groups
of staff got involved in a
brawl inside the hospital
campus. Police have arrest-

ed two persons in this connection but the main accused
~ Pappu Ram, Dipak Kumar

and Sanjay Mahato ~ are still
at large.
Questioning local peo-

ple, police came to know that
Sankar and other group
members were taking alcohol inside a club within the
staff quarters at NRS Hospital.
Suddenly, the victim and
the accused got into an argument following which the
accused dragged Sankar
outside the club and hit
him in the head with a heavy
object. He was immediately rushed to the emergency
ward of the NRS Hospital
where doctors pronounced
him dead on arrival.
Local people said that
this was the fallout of an old
rivalry between the two

groups of Trinamul Congress who are active in the
hospital.
It was learnt that Sankar
had opposed the accused in
several issues over the last
few months and his death
could be the fallout of an old
rivalry.
It may be recalled that a
few months ago, police had
found the body of Korpan
Shah, a mentally unstable
man, in the boys’ hostel of
the NRS Medical College
and Hospital. It was found
that he died after he was brutally assaulted by students
and junior doctors of the
hospital.

2 Sri Lankans, 1 Indian
held with fake passports
STATESMAN NEWS SERVICE

MINUTIAE

Kolkata, 10 December

Two Sri Lankan nationals,
and one Indian were arrested early this morning at
NSC Bose International airport for allegedly trying to
leave the country with fake
Indian passport.
Police said Kaja Babu
and Satheesen, both labourers, came from Bhutan last
night with fake Indian passport. Ankit Pal, a resident
of Gujarat and businessman by profession, also
tried to leave the airport with
fake Indian passport. Ankit
was allegedly assisting the
Sri Lankan nationals to
leave the country. They were
scheduled to fly to Bangkok
last night.
Immigration officials,
acting on a tip-off, intercepted the three passengers
at Kolkata airport and con-

n The passports
belonging to other
Indian nationals were
forged.
n The accused remanded in police custody by
Barrackpore court.
fiscated their passports, air
tickets and boarding passes.
Immigration officials
found that the passports
belonged to some other Indian citizens, whose photographs were removed.
Later, they put fake holograms in the passports,
immigration officials said.
Immigration officials
handed them over to NSCBI
police station. The accused
were produced at Barrackpore court today and
remanded in police custody.

Crib death revisits city hospital,
this time SSKM

RIGHT CAUSE
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Legal Aid Forum activists take part in a rally to mark World Human Rights Day in Kolkata on Thursday. n Biswajit Ghoshal

After the deaths of two newborns due to overheating in
the radiant warmer of the
Sick Newborn Care Unit
(SNCU) of Calcutta Medical
Colle ge and Hospital
(CMCH) came to light in
November another case of
a newborn death in radiant
warmer occurred at the
SNCU of SSKM Hospital
today.
The family members of
the deceased complained
that the five-day-old baby
died at the state-run SSKM
Hospital due to overheating
of the radiant warmer appa-

ratus.
Priyanka Chandra (24),
a resident of Budge Budge,
was admitted to the gynaecology department of the
hospital on 3 December and
she gave birth to a baby a few
days ago. On Monday when
she was feeding her child,
the child's condition deteriorated and she asked the
nurse to put the baby in the
SNCU. The nurse put her in
the radiant warmer in the

SNCU and increased the
temperature. Meanwhile,
the child's condition turned
critical and when the child
was taken out from the radiant warmer the child was
suffering from convulsion.
It died soon after.
The family members
alle ged that they have
already intimated the nurse
that the baby’s condition
deteriorated when they put
the baby in a radiant warmer.
While the doctors said that
the death occurred primarily
because of multi-organ failure, family members alleged
that the baby succumbed to
the overheating of the apparatus, where it was kept

after its body temperature
went down on Monday night.
Hospital authorities
claimed that they had formed
a six-member committee to
probe the matter.
Dr Manju Banerjee, director SSKM Hospital, said
that preliminary investigation revealed that the
baby died of multi-organ failure and also admitted that
they have formed the probe
committee.
On 21 November the city
was rudely jolted after two
babies had similarly perished in a radiant warmer
in the sick neonatal care unit
of the Calcutta Medical College and Hospital.

Slum-dwellers too are becoming hypertensive: Survey CM RETURNS TO Dakshineswar
KOLKATA AFTER hawkers asked to
MEETING PM
relocate in 3 days
STATESMAN NEWS SERVICE
Kolkata, 9 December

Like upper classes of society, urban slum dwellers
too are more and more getting afflicted by hypertension. Kolkata Municipal
Corporation (KMC) conducted a survey to estimate
the prevalence of hypertension among adult slum
dwellers in Borough III of the
corporation area and found
that around 42 per cent of the
slum dwellers suffer from
hypertension.
The doctors, involved in
conducting the study ascribe
the surge in prevalence of
hypertension to increase in
stress level. “Though earlier it was thought that hypertension was a disease only
for the ‘white-collar' people, this is a wrong assumption. It is prevalent among
the slum dwellers as well,”

Dr Suvro Banerjee, who
was involved in the study
informed.
While in the upper sections of the society the cause
for hypertension may be

related to their aspirations
for higher standards of living, for slum dwellers it is
the stress undergone for
maintaining regular supply of basic necessities that

leads to hypertension. This
is echoed by studies conducted in the slums of other
countries of the world.
The results of the survey
will be published in the
noted Indian Heart Journal,
Dr Suvro Banerjee said.
People living in these slums
are less aware of this disease
in them. And use of drugs
and other narcotics adds to
the tendency to develop
hypertension, the survey
reports.
The study also revealed
that tobacco-users had higher prevalence of hypertension than non-users. In most
cases the survey found out
that the patients were not
even aware that they are
hypertensive. There is a
general presumption that
slum-dwellers suffer mostly from communicable diseases. “This is not true,” Dr
Banerjee corrected, “life-

style diseases are also a
concern among them.”
The findings of the study
will, KMC authorities hoped,
be effective in planning prevention and control of hypertension among slum dwellers
as well as enhance their
overall well-being.
Health care workers of
the civic body conducted
door-to -door survey in their
respective wards of Borough III, under the supervision of a team of doctors.
Atin Ghosh, member,
mayor-in-council, talking
on the issue said, “We have
conducted the survey in
borough III as a pilot project.
We would like to conduct
similar surveys in all other
boroughs within the city
soon. It’s important that we
create awareness about the
seriousness of hypertension af fecting slumdwellers.”

Kolkata, 10 December: Chief
minister Miss Mamata
Banerjee today said, she
had discussed all the major
issues concerning the state
with the Central government during her visit to
the national capital. Miss
Banerjee landed at Kolkata
airport around 5 p.m. from
Delhi.
“Tea, jute, flood, drought
~ we talked about all issues,”
Miss Banerjee said. “We
will say what we will have
to say. This is our right.
Bengal is a state of India. But
Bengal is being discriminated against,” she said.
Miss Banerjee called on
Prime Minister Mr Narendra Modi in Delhi and sought
adequate Central funds for
SNS
the state.

‘There is no ombudsman for the electronic media’
BY SPJS STUDENTS
Kolkata, 10 December

“The Indian media is now
robust, vast and reflects the
diversity of the nation,”
said ambassador Krishnan
Srinivasan, former foreign
secretary, at the welcome dinner on the eve of the 7th Editors’ Conclave, jointly organised by the C R Irani foundation and Konrad Adenauer Stiftung at Vedic Village near here, which began
today. India has the world’s
biggest newspaper market
because only 20 per cent of
the people have internet
connections. There are about
70,000 print newspapers in
the country, he said.
“Different viewpoints
are ignored. So we have
views masquerading as
news,” said Mr Srinivasan.
Commercial consideration
influences the selection of
panels and airing of points
of view. There is no ombudsman for the electronic media
and not even the equivalent
of the toothless Press Coun-

Dr Michael Andreas Luders(left), veteran journalist and author and Mr Pankaj
Madan of Konrad-Adenauer Stiftung, New Delhi, during the inaugural session
of the 7th Editors’ Conclave, at Vedic Village in Kolkata on Thursday. n SNS

cil, he said.
In the past two decades
the media in India had
grown so rapidly in power
and influence that it would
be foolhardy for any government to interfere with it,
said Mr Srinivasan. They
want to keep the media on
the right side and befriend
it when they could and keep
their hands off it when they
could not.
Delivering the keynote
address, Dr Michael Andreas
Luders, veteran German

journalist and author, pointed out that critical journalism has become a matter
of the past. The world in a
way is a village and we need
to understand and appreciate each other’s perspectives and global politics, he
said.
The topic of discussion
was, ‘Media: A crisis of
credibility’, which is
undoubtedly a statement
than a question. As the first
session of the seminar dealt
with the possible causes

behind the erosion of credibility of the media, Mr Siddharta Bhaita, one of the
founding editors of The
Wire, confessed that at time
when journalists are termed as ‘prestitutes’ by politicians, the situation is really
grim. He said that the platform is changing but the process is not, and calls for
better journalistic integrity
to save the already faltering
fourth pillar of democracy.
Ms Kalyani Shankar,
senior journalist, criticised
the electronic media for
sensationalising news at
the drop of a hat. Mr Sam
Rajappa, founder-Director of
SPJS, brought into notice
that most of the media houses are owned by big corporates which takes away
much of the independence
of the editor. According to
the one of the newspaper
barons, “News is what you
put in the space between
advertisements,” he said.
In no other country newspapers are subsidised by
the advertisers as much as

it is in India, which lets the
advertisers influence contents.
Speaking about coverage of the media in the
North-East, Mr Pradip Phanjoubam, Editor, Imphal Free
Press said, “Newspapers in
the North-East function differently from other Indian
newspapers.”
The discussion picked
up pace in the second session which focused on media
and regulation. Mr Raj
Kamal Jha, Editor-in-Chief,
Indian Express, voiced his
opinion against any regulation. “We are already regulated. Those who ask the
media to be regulated is
usually the government,” he
said. Mr Mukund Padmanabham, Editor, The Hindu
Business Line, said, “A lot
of regulations already exist
like the law on criminal
defamation. Self-regulation
is a non-controversial idea.”
Mr Ravindra Kumar, Editor, The Statesman, put out
the idea of peer review. He
considered regulation in
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any form is interference. If
professional talents are higher in standards, there is no
need for such laws, he said.
Dr Luders discussed
about his experience in journalism in Germany that
scribes try to be part of the
political system instead of
writing about it. Mr Shah
Hossain Imam, Associate
Editor, The Daily Star, said,
“Regulation within the system is more important than
regulation by the government.”
Answering questions Mr
Jha said that no regulatory
body can make anyone a better editor. Mr Kumar rounded up the session saying no
dynamic production house
can be subjected to any kind
of judicial intervention, as
outside intervention is more
harmful than internal regulation.

WITH INPUTS FROM NEELABH RAJ, SABYASACHI
SENGUPTA, TRISHA BHATTACHARJEE, SOUNITA
SARMA CHOUDHURY, SHUVAM CHOUDHURI, KRISHNASISH DAS GUPTA, SREYOSHI CHAKRABORTY,
BARNALI MITRA, SRAMAN BANERJEE, SOMALI
MUKHERJEE.
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Following a High Court
directive, Kamarhati Municipality today served a notice
to the hawkers on the road
leading to Dakshineswar
temple, asking them to
vacate the place within three
days for construction of the
proposed skywalk.
State urban development
and municipal affairs minister Mr Firad Hakim said
that if hawkers do not
respond to the notice, the
state would submit the report
to the court and act according to its directive.
The court had yesterday
directed that hawkers who
vacate the place and relocate
would be compensated while
those who fail, would be
evicted.
Mr Hakim said that hawkers were unnecessarily being
apprehensive about incurring losses if they are
relocated to the new place.
“People visiting the

temple would pass by the
area where the hawkers are
being relocated. So, hawkers would be able to do a
lucrative business even after
being relocated. So there is
nothing to fear,” assured
Mr Hakim.
There are around 160
hawkers in the Rani Rashmoni stretch.
He said that the construction of the skywalk
would be started as soon as
the place is vacated.
The 400m-long elevated
walkway or skywalk would
take around 18 months to be
ready though efforts would
be made to complete the
work early.
The skywalk would lead
to the main entrance of the
compound of Dakshineswar
temple. At present, the Rani
Rashmoni stretch is very
congested as it is used by the
devotees, hawkers and other
encroachers.
The skywalk would help
devotees reach the temple
easily.

PUBLIC NOTICE
Ortel Communications Ltd., C-1, Chandrasekharpur, Bhubaneswar
wishes to inform all its viewers that keeping in view the viewing pattern
and choice of its viewers and issues like space constraint and cost factor it is going to discontinue subscription of few of the channels of Star
India Private Limited. In view of same the channels Star Sports 1, Star
Sports 2, Star Sports 3, Star Sports 4 would be discontinued in its networks across all locations of Odisha, Andhra Pradesh, Chattisgarh and
Madhya Pradesh (Bhubaneshwar, Cuttack, Berhampur, Rourkela, Puri,
Balasore, Sambalpur, Paradeep, Jeypore, Rayagada, Angul, Keonjhar,
Dhenkanal, Damanjodi, Sundargarh, Jharshuguda, Nayagarh,
Nimapara, Bhadrak, Balugaon, Joda, Baripada, Jaleswar, Nabrangpur,
Titlagarh, Semiliguda, Tangi, Soro, Sonepur, Banki, Rambha, Boriguma,
Anandpur, Odagaon, Sunabeda, Fakirpur, Kantilo, Godisahi,
Papadahandi, Aska, Bhawanipatna, Malkangiri, Raipur, Kawardah,
Rajim, Bhatapara, Mandideep, Palasa, Icchapuram, Parwada) after
31st December, 2015.
This notice is issued in compliance of the provisions of Clause 4.3 of
Tele Communication (Broadcasting & Cable Services) Inter Connection
Regulation (3rd Amendment) 2006.
We solicit your continued support.
Issued By
Ortel Communications Ltd.,
C-1, Chandrasekharpur, Bhubaneswar

