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An ode to achievement
IN HYDERABAD, STUDYING FOR AN MBA, PROMPTED BY A
DESIRE TO MAKE A CAREER TRANSITION AND EXPERIENCE A
NEW SECTOR AND/OR COMBINE THIS WITH ACQUIRING AN
INTERNATIONALLY RECOGNISED DEGREE, OPENS UP A MORE
DIVERSE NETWORK AND AFFORDS EXCITING EXPOSURE, WRITES
DEBAMEETA BHATTACHARYA

G

iven that you’re from somewhere else in the
country, you’re liable to disregard the abode of
nizams that shared as much of India’s history
as the Mughals in a Hyderabad that currently
basks in an average 40° Celsius, a region as famous for its biryani as its penchant for marketing
merchandise between 11 am and 9 pm and couldn’t
care less for custom before and after. But there’s
something about the Deccan that plays truant
with your perception of things because, when
push come to shove that translates into proving
a point, here’s where technology has been applied to sustain enterprise so as to redefine a
dream called “Make in India”.
From grassroots that would qualify as education, Hyderabad reverbrates with very high, even
insane, admission cut-offs rife with speculation
of whether you’ll get through your preferred
college and stream or not, and an overall accelerated heart beat and long queues facing announcements of new sessions to enroll in various B-Schools.
The decision to study for an MBA for many,
prompted by a desire to make a career transition and experience a new sector or function
and/or combine this with a geographical move,
acquiring an internationally recognised degree

that when you have students coming from different educational backgrounds the chances of
improvement are higher.”
You might be given to counter-argue that having too many classmates around tends to tighten the prospects for placements – how as about
1,000 to a batch makes for a lot of competition —
but that’s just a snapshot of the real world.
“As a B-school, we develop resources with the
right set of knowledge, skills and attitudes to
meet the requirements of the corporate world.
It’s a known fact that working professionals
have no particular lunch hours. Likewise, we
have also kept our timetable with no gaps, just
to make them industry-ready. Our vision is to
develop lifelong resources to industry by integrating, teaching, inducing research, institution building, community development and

in this regard opens up a more diverse network
and affords exciting exposure to different cultures and business practices. It focuses attention
on moving forward with a global in terms of
both personal skills and career aspirations.
The ICFAI Business School,
Hyderabad, is conducting its admission process till 26 February 2016 and
with more than 1,000 students walking into a 95-acre campus every day
with parents in tow far removed from
the hustle-bustle of the city it is a
sight that lends the lie to hearsay.
The teaching methodology is based
on the requirement that students read
case studies and textbook concepts
and implement these in their real-life
experiences. According to Dr S Venkata Seshaiah, programme head of
IBS, Hyderabad, “We believe in innovation, engagement and impact and
thus in ‘no lecturers’ in the classroom.
This doesn’t mean we have no teachRR Reddy and S Venkata Seshaiah
ers in the institution, but there are
group discussions wherein they direct the exer- knowledge sharing — coined as ‘Trick’. The
cise towards the right answers. We always have curriculum involves industry-oriented with
a mixed bag of students and time has proved case pedagogy, industry recognition and accreditation at both the national and international levels, in collaboration with foreign business schools as well.
“We have compulsory residential dormitories and about 30 student clubs for both curricular and extra-curricular activities. Each organises its own events and every festival is celebrated on the campus. These clubs give you an
edge as they impart skills you learn that go
beyond the classrooms. We also have something
called Syndicated Learning Activity that hones
a student’s current affairs, general knowledge,
domain knowledge, group discussion skills,
attitude and behaviourial aspects. After successful completion of SLA, students undergo mock
group discussions, mock company tests and
interviews where industry experts get involved. We have our marketing team that is constantly reaching out to students through seminars, group discussions, etc,” says Seshaiah.

IBS, Hyderabad, conducts a centralised
admission process for nine campuses — Ahmedabad, Bengaluru, Gurgaon, Hyderabad, Mumbai, Kolkata, Pune, Dehradun and Jaipur. “Till
date, 19 batches have graduated and close to
40,000 alumni are employed at the middle and
senior levels in over 1,000 companies across the
world. More than 25,000 students too the IBSAT
2015 online test last December, conducted in
approximately 100 centres across India. Of the
total number, 15,000 students have been shortlisted and called for the second phase of admission process here. This is followed by a group
discussion and then a personal interview. The
final selection is based on candidates who pass
the academic record and performance in the
group discussion and personal interview.
Of 9,000 students who attend the selection
process, 3,000 are selected for various
campuses across the country, depending on factors such as proximity from
residence, choice of subject, seat availability, etc.
Graduation in any discipline with a
minimum of 50 per cent marks are eligible and we are not just looking for
students with experience but freshers,
too. Students are required to pay hostel
accommodation charges of Rs 40,000 per
semester and mess expenses of approximately Rs 24,000 per semester. In case
a student gets through in some other
institution of choice and wants to
strike their names off within a due
date, he/she will get funds returned
minus Rs 1,000, which will be exempted
as a cancellation fee as per UGC
norms,” said admission conveynor RR Reddy.
The institution offers to bridge loans to students admitted into the IBS programmes till
they receive the sanction and disbursement of
an educational loan from a bank. They have a
Memorandum of Understanding with more
than 25 banks, among which the Bank of Baroda provides a 95 per cent loan, much like Axis
Bank, while Credila Financial Services (an
HDFC Ltd company), gives a cent per cent loan
against no mortage of up to Rs 7.5 lakh for a
period of 10 years. They have their stalls at the
campus and entertain a detailed discussion of
the admission process. Once you have the offer
letter from the university, getting a loan is a
cakewalk... in fact, you are spoilt for choice.
Yes, while there are anxious freshers accompanied by parents jumping in to take the test and
make it to the final rung of the ladder, there are
also experienced candidates looking to plunge
into this pool for a career shift. Three more
days and we’ll know what lies in store for these
wannabe entrepreneurs.

PROVIDING PERSPECTIVE A whale of a time

THE CENTRAL UNIVERITY OF JAMMU RECENTLY ORGANISED A
LECTURE ON INDO-PAKISTANI RELATIONS IN COLLABORATION
WITH THE UNION MINISTRY OF EXTERNAL AFFAIR’S INDIAN PUBLIC
DIPLOMACY WING. KAVITA SURI REPORTS

A

s part of its outreach activities, the Union ministry of external affairs’ External Publicity and
Public Diplomacy Division — also known as
Indian Public Diplomacy — recently selected 10 Indian universities for a “distinguished lecture”
series by prominent security analysts and think tanks
of the country.
Out of those universities, the Central University
of Jammu, opened in 2011, recently organised a lecture on “India’s relations with Pakistan in the context of regional economic integration in South and
Southeast Asia”. Ambassador G Parthasarthy, former Indian high commissioner to Pakistan, who
was the distinguished speaker, also presided over
the event as the chief guest. He was accompanied by
well-known strategic analyst Air Vice-Marshal
Kapil Kak (retired) and Mallika Joseph, executive
director, Australia India Institute.
It was for the first time that IPD has collaborated

like China, the USA, Afghanistan and terrorist
attacks like the one in Mumbai in 2008 and
Pathankot this year, he tried to explain the exact situation that is prevailing now. He ended his lecture
by highlighting the fact that the only way festering
issues between the two countries can be solved is by
following the same steps taken by the government
between 2004 and 2008.
Kak tried to give an analytical view of the situation. He recalled how India, for the very first time,
has realised the importance of Afghanistan and its
interests vested there. He further added that India
has made an excellent move by providing Afghanistan military helicopters. He also added how the
USA has been manipulating India in order to proxy
China but on the other hand the recent USAPakistan deal to supply 8 F-16 fighter jets to the latter has shown Big Sam in unflattering light.
Ashok Aima, vice-chancellor, Central University

KRISHNASISH DASGUPTA WAS QUITE
IMPRESSED BY THE MYRIAD EVENTS AT THE ANNUAL
FEST OF JAMSHEDPUR’S NATIONAL INSTITUTE OF
TECHNOLOGY

J

harkhand’s student community came
out in huge numbers recently to attend
Culfest 2016, the inter-college annual
fest of the National Institute of Technology, Jamshedpur.
The English Policy Debate that began
during the late morning session continued
till the afternoon and kept the audience
hooked onto all things literary. NIT-J student Palak Kumar spoke brilliantly on the
topic, “Government intervention should
not be allowed in private institutions” contending that a proper mechanism in the
admission process was what India was
lacking. NIT students, Komala Arun and
Swapnil Singh spoke on, “E-books are
killing the classical hardback culture”
with the latter saying, “Hardbacks are a
status symbol. Nobody cares what books
your Kindle contains but once people see
that you have Karl Marx’s Das Kapital on
your bookshelf, they tend to take you seriously”. The duo clinched the first prize in
the EPD section. Chetna Verma, a Jamshedpur Women’s College lecturer and one
of the judges of the EPD said, “The debate
was held in the right spirit. It was difficult
to judge them as each one was brilliant.”
The Just A Minute section had interesting topics like “When a ghost is offered a
blind-date, does it state who’s who?” but
honestly none of the participants left a
real mark. In Poetry Slam, NIT student
Abhishek Jha was declared the winner.
The Ramdhari Singh Dinkar fan said, “We
were allowed to recite in the language of
our choice. I went for Hindi and I am happy I won it.”
DBMS English School, Jamshedpur, stu-

dent Kumar Saurabh performed quite well
in Shake On Beat (instant choreography
event) while Praagya Sharan won the first
prize in the Footloose section (solo dance).
Sashi Preetam, another NIT-J student won
the second prize in Footloose while Priti
Kumari from NIT-J bagged the third prize.
Sonal Mishra and Rolee Agarwal, both students of NIT-J put up a brilliant performance in Jashn-e-India (theme dance). Nameera Nazz and her group from the institute performed well, depicting the evils of
terrorism on one hand while portraying
how united the country could be in testing
times.
However, a college fest is always incomplete without its share of music. And Nikhil Sahani, better known as DJ Nyk made
sure that music lovers were in for a treat!
As the evening crept in, the blue sky bade
farewell and music dawned like never before through Distortion (battle of the bands).
The band 3 Idiots seemed to be a creative
lot and the members were full of infectious
energy on stage, performing a medley of
tracks in signature Chota Nagpuri style!
Lead guitarist Ashwin Deogam, post their
performance said, “It was wonderful performing here at Culfest, but you see, we
lost some precious moments on stage
owing to the technical snag in the power
system, but we somehow managed.”
Stand-up comedian Ahsaan Qureshi had
the audience in splits, thanks to his witty
one-liners and perfect comic timing. KIIT
University, Bhubaneswar, student Shrey
Anand and his group did put in a decent
performance in Halla bol (nukkad/street
play event) and won the second prize.
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Core skills
Over 100 teachers and principals from
schools based in Kolkata, Asansol,
Durgapur and Jamshedpur participated
in a day-long event on “Reflection of
Core Skills” in Kolkata on 20 February
as part of the British Council’s
Connecting Classrooms programme.
This global education initiative is
designed to make young people aware of
core skills in the curriculum areas.
There was a panel discussion on “How
schools can contribute to the
employability of students” and the
panelists were Vandana Lulla, director,
Podar International School, Mumbai;
Debalina Mitra Chanda, independent
consultant; Arunabh Singh, director
Innovation, Nehru World School,
Ghaziabad; and Moushumi Banerjee,
principal, Adamas World School,
Kolkata. “We are delighted to welcome
the first batch of teachers who have
successfully completed the Core Skills
programme from East India. The British
Council is committed to supporting
teachers to improve learning outcomes
in India and the UK and elsewhere in
the world,” said Sujata Sen, British
Council director, East India.

Online UCLA degree
Engineers in India can advance their
knowledge, skill sets and career

opportunities with a Master’s degrees
from the University of California at Los
Angeles’ No. 1-ranked MSc Online
programme, given its strong impact on
employees of leading Indian
multinationals. By enrolling, students
can earn a degree in two years or,
alternatively, earn a hybrid programme
(first year online, second on the UCLA
campus), then work in the USA. The cost
of the programme is $35,000, far less
than the same one on the UCLA campus.
Areas of study include computer
networking, electrical, IC, engineering
management and more. “Access to highquality online education is of growing
importance for working engineers and
companies,” said Jenn-Ming Yang,
UCLA Engineering’s associate dean.
“We offer students the flexibility to build
a programme of study to suit their
professional needs.”
The programme is coordinated by Dr
Sanjay Singh, director of Vinvest and a
PhD from UCLA Engineering. For more
information, contact him at
msol.ucla.edu/international or
sanjaysingh@ucla.edu

Curb on cheating
Low-powered jammers to block data
connectivity can now be installed at
examination centres to prevent students
from cheating. The Centre has granted
permission to all statutory bodies that
conduct examinations to use these at
sensitive
centres, the
operative
word being
“Sensitive”,
as was
made clear by the Cabinet Secretariat,
which released the policy on 10
February.
To install the jammers, the examination
bodies will have to seek prior approval
of the Cabinet Secretariat. Bharat
Electronics of Bengaluru and Electronic
Corporation of India, Hyderabad, have
been approved for supplying the devices.
In letters to vice-chancellors across the
country, UGC secretary JS Sandhu
referred to the jammer policy the Centre
worked out last year to curb unfair
means at exam centres. “It may be noted
that the statutory examination
conducting bodies have been permitted
to deploy low-powered jammers in
examination halls in order to prevent
unfair means used through radio
frequency-based devices by examinees,”
his letter said.

State topper

with any university in Jammu and Kashmir. The
objective of the lecture was to acquaint students
and youngsters about the various aspects of IndiaPakistan relations and why the state is perceived
strategically important by our neighbouring country. Parthasarthy started his speech by linking up
the great history of Indian diplomacy and the
MEA’s activities post-independence. He discussed
in detail as to how the MEA and Indian Foreign
Policy had transformed under the regime of various Prime Ministers including P V Narsimha Rao
and Atal Bihari Vajpayee.
On the theme of India and Pakistan,
Parthasarthy highlighted the post-Kargil era, when
the demarcation of the LOC took place and how
Musharraf and Vajpayee worked together for the
betterment of bilateral relations between the two
countries. By referring to different external factors

of Jammu said such lectures were important for the
students and intelligentsia in Jammu and Kashmir
and added that effective and efficient dialogue
between India and Pakistan is a must for long-lasting peace. A fruitful interactive session of questions
and answers followed the speeches from the two dignitaries. Members from the audience were quite
keen to know more and the guests seemed happy to
answer their questions.
J Jeganaathan, head of department (in charge),
department of national security studies, Central
University of Jammu, presented a formal vote of
thanks. He thanked all the participants from the
audience and the organising team for a successful
event. It was attended by members of civil society,
representatives from the Police and armed forces,
academicians, research scholars, students and the
media.

Team Bhaukaal Nukkad.
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Simarpreet Singh Saluja, a student
from FIITJEE Punjabi Bagh Centre, has
been declared a state
topper for the National
Talent Search
Examination. This is a
national level-cumscholarship programme
conducted by the NCERT
and students studying in
Class X are eligible for
the selection procedure.
“The competition was really tough, a
battle of brains where concept and
reasoning were the keys to answer the
questions in limited time. Qualifying in
this kind of exam warrants rigorous
practice and I am immensely thankful to
my faculty at FIITJEE for raising my IQ
to such a competitive level through
study materials, doubt-clearing sessions
and personalised guidance, which have
been one of the notable reasons of my
success this far,” said Saluja.

