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Fitting forum for breaking free
IIT, KHARAGPUR’S SPRING FEST 2016 HAD TO BE THE
BIGGEST OF ITS KIND IN THE COUNTRY ~ AND FOR GOOD
REASON, WRITES KRISHNASISH DASGUPTA

B

etween 29 January and 1 Frbruary, whatever
might have been wrong in Bengal was best forgotten as IIT, Kharagpur’s Spring Fest 2016 got
off to a rocking start with Papon belting out his
trademark Assamese folk song Boitha maro boitha maro re and the young crowd made up of
poets, musicians, actors, painters, writers and
techies cheering him on. Indeed, this 57th edition of a show staged by what is arguably the
oldest IIT in the country began with a bang, its
2,100-acre campus all decked up with bright
lights and playing host to thousands of participants from colleges across India. In fact, this
one had to be one of the largest college fests in
the country in terms of footfall.
The National Level Debate started off in a rather serious manner and there were myriad topics for discussion, one being “Should we humanise the brands?” Then again, if “Short is
Sweet and Less is More”, then Mumbai-based
micro-blogging initiative Terribly Tiny Tales –
it’s India’s largest online story-telling platform
— conducted a literary workshop where artlovers experienced the art of modern storytelling in as few as 140 words and Anuj Gosalia,
curator and ttt founder explaing that “our
main goal is to promote ttt as the world’s largest
micro-content platform where one can write stories and share it with the world”. Co-founder
Chintan Ruparel put the icing on the cake by
adding, “Spread the tales.”
There was a platform for Creative Writing in
English and one of the topics was “Yesterday is
history, Tomorrow is a mystery, and Today is a
gift, that’s why we call it the Present”. At the end
of it all, Sumedh Borkar of the Birla Institute of
Technology, Mesra, emerged as the fest’s best
creative writer, followed by Sayani Bhattacharjee of the Neotia Institute of Technology Management and Science, Kolkata.
In the Karaoke segment, the performances
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might have come across as pretty ordinary but
for Aditya Hembram of Asutosh College, Kolkata, proving the exception and standing out with
his rendition of Tum Hi Ho from Aashiqui 2.
Resident DJ Joy Banerjee of UG Reincarnated, Kolkata, kept the throng entertained his
mixes and re-mixes, playing the likes of Lean
On, Magic, Wakhra Swag and more. And by way
of bonus there was Paint The Sky Red, a Singapore based post-rock, instrumental band, that
read the signs right and, before hiting the stage,
said, “We are humbled to play in such a prestigious festival. This is the first time we are performing outside the Southeast Asian region, so
this is something really special.” They performed hits like While We Sleepwalk and In Amber.
Centrifuge (group dancing) saw PEC University of Technology, Chandigarh, student Japnaam Kochar and his troupe perform brilliantly, showcasing all the razzle-dazzle around and
even whipping the crowd into the act of cheering them with unstoppable zeal.
Hilarity Ensues (stand-up comedy), introduced for the first time in the spring fest, turned
out to be a massive hit. One of Kolkata’s best
known stand-up comedians and founder of Kalkutta Komedians, Raof Gangjee, was very impressed with first-prize winner Prakash Natarajan, a student of Sikkim Manipal Institute of
Technology. Pranav Meshram, a student of the
National Institute of Technology, Jamshedpur,
had the audience laughing out aloud when he
went through the motions of how a friend behaved while religiously “sexting” his girlfriend!
Gangjee had a viable suggestion for aspiring
stand-up comedians , “One must know how to
judge the crowd; connecting is very important.”
Lakeside Dreams (solo and group) provided
young musicians and their groups with the
chance of flaunting their skills in the form of a
Western acoustic jamming competition. Here,
National Institute of Technology, New Delhi,
student Naman Jain performed brilliantly with
his solo-act with an Ed Sheeran number, Give
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Me Love. Sushmita Ganguly of Barrackpore
Rastraguru Surendranath College enthralled
with her mash-up of Adele, Linkin Park, Sia
and Poets of the Fall. On the other hand, Heritage Institute of Technology, Kolkata, student
Anshuman Roy came across as a real pro with
his rendition of Hotel California. Band-mate Nilavro Ghosh gave him brilliant guitar support
and their group, Planet Earth 1980, also played a
self-composed Gasoline.
Rangmanch (stage-play) saw Veer Surendra

BUILDING BENGAL BETTER

KONSTRUCKT, A FIRST-OF-ITS-KIND INITIATIVE, WAS RECENTLY LAUNCHED ~
ITS AIM BEING TO RECOGNISE EXCELLENCE IN CIVIL ENGINEERING AND ARCHITECTURE, WRITES DEBAMEETA BHATTACHARYA
n action-packed two months awaits budding students of civil engineering and architecture and seasoned architects and civil engineers of West Bengal
as Konstrukt, a first-of-its-kind initiative that targets
recognising excellence in civil engineering and architecture, was announced on 6 February. This is eastern India’s
first Design and Innovation Award to “recognise and
appreciate beautiful minds and tough hands who built
them”, The session was attended and addressed by
Debashis Sen, IAS; Ashish Beriwala, director SRMB;
architects JP Agarwal, Arunendu Banerjee, Gita
Balakrishnan, Joydeep Dutta and more. The website,
along with the coveted trophy, was also launched on the
same day.
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“SRMB is proud to associate with Konstrukt as engineers
form the backbone of our construction industry and it is
high time society started recognising and appreciating
their invaluable contribution. Konstrukt may in future
become one of the sought after recognitions of our industry,” said Beriwala.
Konstrukt is unique in comparison with other initiatives
in this space as it will be reaching out to the remotest corners of the state, to subdivisional areas and different
blocks of every district of West Bengal that no other award
ceremony has done till date. The magnificence of this platform is expected to connect over 70 colleges, 2,000 students
and more than 5,000 architectural, civil and design industry professionals. The platform is supported by the Indian
Institute of Architects, West Bengal Chapter, in association with the faculty of IIT, Kharagpur, Jadavpur

University, the Indian Institute of Engineering, Science
and Technology (BE College, Shibpur) and senior members of the Institute of Engineers (civil engineering division, West Bengal).
“Konstrukt is taking the road that leads to rural subdivisional areas and different blocks of every district of West
Bengal and is the first initiative ever in eastern India to
acknowledge and honour excellence, innovation and
achievements in the field of architecture and design.
Students and professionals will now be able to showcase
their projects to a host of eminent industry people and
attain great opportunities in the employment sectors, too.
I am extremely happy to be associated with such an initiative,” said Agarwal.
The platform will also offer motivational workshops
and seminars for all participants. “Konstrukt is a competitive assembly endeavoured to bring the architectural marvels from the ground level, put them together at
the forefront and help them reach the height of establishment. From architects to civil engineers, students to
professionals spanning across the country and the
world who have completed projects located within West
Bengal, they are free to participate with their innovations and design ideas and battle for the winning
crown,” said Dutta.
Participation is free and each district will have centres that will collect entries without making things
cumbersome.While professionals will participate as a
single entry, students can form a group of two-three to
showcase their projects. Professionals may participate
in these seven categories — residential, commercial,
leisure/ recreational, public/institutional, infrastructure, landscape, restoration/conservation, while the
students’ category is design and research work.
Sen said, “If you need to grow, let’s involve everybody.
Land is available for construction, all these innovative
minds need to do is come up with the most creative
designs. We will always welcome brilliant multidisciplinary designs. Let’s make West Bengal not only a
smart but intelligent city. In fact, the first winning entry
will be implemented.”
The six zones participants are Kharagpur, Burdwan,
Malda, Siliguri, Murshidabad and Kolkata. The last
date of submission of projects is 16 March. All entries
have to go through a preliminary evaluation and 45 best
entries will be selected for the finals. The zonal finals
will be held between 26 March-6 April and the grand finale
will be on 9 April in Kolkata. The winners will be awarded
medals and a citation during the district events in all the
specified zones. The first position holders will get a pure
silver trophy and the second position holder will receive
pure silver medals along with certificates. The champion
of champion will receive a pure silver trophy along with a
certificate.
The online platform — konstrukt.co.in — has all the necessary registration information and guidelines for civil
engineering and architectural students and professionals.
The same will be available over iOS and Android app of
Konstrukt in Google Play Store and App Store shortly. The
app users will further be facilitated with notifications on
every update so they can send invitations to friends to join
and book appointments with guest architects.

Sai University of Technology,
Burla, students putting up a seriously witty performance that
was too sardonicism personified. They invariably took a dig
at a prominent TV host and editor-in-chief. Their act, “NewsOur-Show”, ran from social stigmas to the catastrophic Chennai
flood, but with a witty twist,
aptly showcasing how trivial TV
talk-shows could become. Sachin
Gupta, CEO of Chilsag Entertainment Network and one of
the judges of the event, was
quick to admit, “College theatre
has really improved in the last
four-five years.”
“The whole event was great. It
helped us meet likeminded individuals,” said
Magnus Roberts, a student of Maharaja
Sayajirao University, Baroda, who performed
wondrously in Sargam (battle of the bands). As
lead vocalist and lead guitarist of his group, he
impressed, singing his self-composed Khush hu
mein, Fakir and Dur Kyou. Band-mate and
cover-guitarist Imran Sarvaiya felt events such
as the Spring Fest always helped one grow as an
artist.
Anamika Sinha, a student of Sikkim Manipal
Institute of Technology, Majitar, and her group
Ambiguity left no one disappointed, singing soulstirring tracks such as Bulla ki jana and Bandeya Ho. College-mate and group bassist Bilswrang Boro performed pretty good on guitar.
Aatma, a team comprising St Xavier’s College, Ranchi students, participated in the Nukkad (street-play) event, dealing with social-issues that pointed to the fact that while most of
us paid attention to the Aamir Khan controversy we tended, on the other hand, to ignore issues
such as the Damini rape case.
In Wildfire (rock band competition), Lalchhanhima Ralte, a student of AAT Media College,Chennai, and his group, Gorillas in Groove,
rocked everyone with their original number
Out. Band-mate and Loyola ICAM College of
Engineering and Technology, Chennai, student
Pravir Ramasundaram supported him brilliantly on drums. The Swarnabhoomi Academy of
Music, Chennai, held a workshop and winners of
the Lakeside Dreams event got to win an allinclusive music contract at their residential
campus.
With the curtain winding down, well-known
Bollywood singer Amit Trivedi made his way to
the stage and the 12,500-odd strong crowd simply
went berserk, drowned in a feeling called music!
The Jnan Ghosh Stadium was packed to the
seams, with Trivedi interacting, singing and
conquering hearts. And this time around, the
air rang with Je naina karu bandh bandh, behey
jaye boond boond...

PROFESSORS IN THE UK HAVE CALLED FOR STUDENTS
IN SCHOOLS AND COLLEGES TO BE TAUGHT BRITISH
COLONIALISM WAS ‘NOT ALL GOOD’ AFTER RECENT
RESEARCH REVEALED THAT ONE IN FOUR BRITONS
VIEWED THEIR IMPERIAL PAST AS A GOOD THING.
JONATHAN OWEN REPORTS
chools and colleges should take a
more balanced “warts and all” approach to teaching students about
the British Empire and colonialism,
leading historians have told The
Independent.
The calls for better education about
the brutality of Britain’s imperial past
come amid new research revealing
more than four in ten Britons view the
Empire as a good thing and colonialism as something to be proud of. Only
around one in five Britons take the opposite view, seeing Britain’s colonial
past as something which should be regretted, according to a YouGov poll released recently.
Professor Daniel Branch, head of history, University of Warwick, said, “An
unwillingness to engage with the unsavoury facts of imperial history makes
Britain particularly blind to how governments and the people of other countries view our society.” Criticism of
Britain’s imperial past is seeing Oxford

University come under pressure to remove a statue of Cecil Rhodes, the Prime
Minister of the Cape Colony, who described the English as “the first race in
the world.”
There is a need for honesty in dealing
with Britain’s past, according to Anthony Seldon, vice-chancellor of the
University of Buckingham and former
head of Wellington College. “History
teaching should always be honest or it
is merely propaganda by powerful interest groups. The history of the British Empire was not all bad, and not all
good. Understanding its subtlety and
its importance is essential for every
single student,” he said.
The wealth of the British Empire had

CMYK

PLUS POINTS

Digital learning
TabletAdda.com from Wow ECarts Pvt
Ltd has recently launched India’s first
exclusive tablets for students. Its stateof-the-art range of products and
services has become a part of the
digital India revolution, which will
enhance learning experiences across
the country. This portal is a step
forward of having the entire
educational studies through tablets in
schools and colleges to achieve the best
in individual learning skills. “This is a
part of continuous efforts to make
education more inclusive through
technology,” said Shankar Sharma,
group CEO, Wow Ecarts Pvt Ltd.

Innovative marketing
The IMI New Delhi launched its first
edition of Digicon 16 International
conference on
innovative
brand building
through
digital
marketing on
30 and 31
January. The
conference
witnessed participation from 90
corporates and 30 research scholars.
The programme was a perfect mix of
panel discussion, lectures and
presentations. “Marketers in India are
beginning to embrace the digital world
but are still constrained by budgets,
structural limitations and rationale to
adopt the medium. The conference
specifically deliberates on the changes
in the brand building process through
digital marketing,” said Bakul
Dholakia, director general, IMI, New
Delhi.

Social initiative
The Satin Creditcare Network Limited
has announced its completion of 25
years of sterling services for the
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Recalibrating history
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a lot to do with exploiting people overseas, according to Ashley Jackson, professor of imperial and military history,
King’s College London. “The basis of
empire is that you rule other people,
deny them independence, exploit their
labour and resources, and a lot of the
‘good things’ were often incidental and
secondary,” he said.
Andrea Major, associate professor in
British colonial history, University of
Leeds, is also calling for improved
teaching about the British Empire.
There is “a collective amnesia about
the levels of violence, exploitation and
racism involved in many aspects of
imperialism, not to mention the various atrocities and catastrophes that
were perpetrated, caused or exacerbated by British colonial policies and actions,” she said.
And Esme Cleall, lecturer in the history of the British Empire, University
of Sheffield, said, “The violence of the
British Empire has long been forgotten. We need to face up to this
history and education is crucial if we are to do so.” Yet the
subject is largely absent from
the curriculum, according to
Pippa Virdee, senior lecturer
in modern South Asian history, De Montfort University.
“Our knowledge of our own
history is very limited geographically, let alone giving
us any sense of understanding the atrocities that were
committed under the imperial gaze,” she said.
But teaching alone will not
change attitudes, commented Christopher Prior, lecturer in 20th century
history, University of Southampton.
“Teachers and lecturers can only do so
much, when broader cultural forces
focus on a positive, benevolent side to
Britain’s past,” he said. Prior added,
“In recent years, there’s been lots of
public commentary about Britain’s
role in ending slavery, but not as much
about Britain’s role in having been
involved in the slave trade in the first
place. We have to be more honest about
our imperial heritage, not merely
inside the classroom, but outside of it
as well.”
THE INDEPENDENT

empowerment of rural and urban
poor in the microfinance sector. To
mark its occasion, the company is
expanding in three new states of
Himachal, West Bengal and Gujarat,
thereby spreading its wings across 18
states in total. It will start its
operations in Gujarat with 100 per cent
cashless disbursement facility and
fully cashless transactions facility in
Bihar. “We will focus on improving its
efficiency and productivity by means
of digitisation. We are aiming to reach
out to 50 lakh rural and urban
households by 2020,” said H P Singh,
chairman, Satin Creditcare Network
Limited.

Art competition
The Society of Indian Automobile
Manufacturers came up with an

initiative, “SIAM Fighting Fake”,
centered on the theme of anticounterfeiting during the Auto Expo.
The campaign was essentially a
competition between colleges of
Delhi/NCR in which the students had
to prepare a piece of artwork on the
theme real versus fake. “Art invites us
to think rather than telling us what to
think. This is one of its great powers,
and if you make your art accessible
and beautiful enough, people will want
to follow where the thought goes ” said
Rc Dalal, executive director, JD
institute of Fashion Technology.

Annual convocation
The 12th Annual Convocation of
Globsyn Business School was held at
The Park,
Kolkata
recently. A
total of 198
management
students
from
Globsyn
Business
School’s Postgraduate diploma in
management, international and
executive were felicitated at the event.
Bikram Dasgupta, founder and
executive chairman, Globsyn Group
addressed the audience and awarded
the diplomas. The school with its belief
in learning beyond education
recognised outstanding contributions
of several student-volunteers who are
a part of the Kalyani Youth
Leadership Forum.

